
Lumberjack Spring Conclave 

Where: Gerber Scout Reservation 

When: May 19th-21st 

Early Bird: $24 ends March 31st!  

Regular fee applies until May 10, 2017! 

Register: https://scoutingevent.com/272-

SpringConclave 

 It is time to get “lumberJACKED” for 

Spring Conclave! This event will feature 

bouldering at Babe the Blue Ox, climbing, 

an Ordeal Party, and a log splitting compe-

tition. Chapters will be competing against 

each other to see who can wear the most 

flannel, so be sure to bring all of your    

lumberjack swag!  

 

 

 

Pay your 2017 Dues Now 

Your 2017 membership dues ($15) should be paid now.  All current and re-

cently inducted members (2016 and earlier) must pay their dues for the 2017 

year in order to be able to attend lodge functions. https://nslodge.org/dues 

Troop Leaders—several troops have found that paying the dues for the 

entire troop as part of their annual registration process to be an effective way 

of keeping their Troop’s OA members up to date on their dues.  If you are in-

terested in this option, please contact David Milller 

(recordkeeper@nslodge.org) or Martin Burg (adviser@nslodge.org). 

https://scoutingevent.com/272-SpringConclave
https://scoutingevent.com/272-SpringConclave
https://nslodge.org/dues
mailto:Recordkeeper@nslodge.org?subject=Troop%20annual%20registration%20process
mailto:adviser@nslodge.org?subject=Troop%20annual%20registration%20process


Mackinac Rendezvous: Volunteers NEEDED 

The President Ford FSC is looking for 25 Arrowmen age 17 

and older to help set up and tear down the inflatables at 

Mackinac Rendezvous. For those who volunteer and are 

between 17-21, the event will cost you only $20!  Adult 

volunteers will need to pay the current Staff fee, which in-

cludes credit towards staff merchandise. Volunteers will be 

working with the inflatables Friday afternoon and evening.  

When: September 22nd-24th, 2017 

Where: Mackinac City, MI 

Register: Email adviser@nslodge.org to show interest 

    Lodge Adviser’s Reflection 
As your new Lodge Adviser I would like to thank those who have come 

before me, both Lodge Leaders and  Lodge Advisers, in providing a 

Lodge to Advise that certainly follows the model of a youth-led organ-

ization.  In retrospect, the preparation for this position I have taken 

began when I became a member of the Order of the Arrow (as a youth 

in Eastern Pennsylvania some time ago), where I listened during the 

Ordeal Ceremony and the reminder of Allowat Sakima to be ready to 

answer the call of service.  As a young graduate student,  I answered 

that call and became a Chapter Adviser.  Since then, after having 

served in many leadership roles in Scouting, I was asked the question 

again-are you willing to serve the Lodge?  After careful deliberation, I 

decided I could “do my best” to provide guidance and counsel to our 

Lodge Leaders and do what I can to assist them.  All I ask of you, my 

brothers, is the following:  What are you doing to help your Lodge?  

Have you been active in your Troop and Community?  Are you ready 

to answer the call-to take on a Leadership position in the Chapter or 

Lodge, or to volunteer to be an adviser?   See you at Spring Conclave. 

Chapter Meetings 
Our lodge has seven chapters.  These chapters meet once a month to 

plan and execute upcoming events, unit elections,  cub ceremonies,  

service projects,  chapter fellowship weekends and more!  Part of the 

responsibilities of the OA Troop Representative is to attend his chap-

ter’s meetings so he can relay the  information about upcoming OA 

events at the troop level, but every Arrowman is encouraged to attend.  

Wa-Wa Esh Ki 

River Trails District 

7:00pm – 9:00pm 

2nd Thursday of the month  

United Methodist Church 

1020 E. Division 

Cadillac, MI 49601 

Kabibanaka 

Northern Trails District 
7:00pm – 9:00pm 

2nd Thursday of the month  
Church of Jesus Christ of LDS 

707 Alcan Drive 

Petoskey, MI 49770 

Langoma Kahpahtee 

Lakeshore District 

7:00pm – 9:00pm 

2nd Thursday of the month 

Second Reformed Church 

225 E Central Ave 

Zeeland, MI 49464 

Wuluwachtawoapin 

Bay Trails District 

7:00pm – 9:00pm, 2nd Thursday  

of the month  

Church of Jesus Christ of LDS 
3746 Veterans Drive 

Traverse City, MI 49684 

Palenach Sipo 

Five Rivers District 

7:00pm – 9:00pm 

2nd Thursday of the month 

Church of Jesus Christ of LDS 

10700 Carson City Road 

Greenville, MI 48838 

Japeechen Nischa Sipo 

Pere Marquette District 

7:00pm – 9:00pm 

 2nd Thursday of the month 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

1206 Whitehall Road 

Muskegon, MI 49445  

 

Hopewell Tawakini 

Eagle Spirit District 

7:00pm – 9:00pm 

2nd Thursday of the month 

The Church of Jesus Christ of  

Latter-day Saints 

2780 Leonard St NE,  

Grand Rapids, MI 49525  

mailto:adviser@nslodge.org?subject=Mackinac%20Rendezvous%20Volunteers


The lodge is offering a scholarship** starting in the 2017 year for one youth to  attend 

the OA Trail Crew Program at Philmont Scout Ranch, Cimarron New Mexico.!   

**The scholarship will cover only the tuition cost of the program - all    

   transportation and other costs must be covered by the winning youth.  

The requirements to be entered for a chance to win the scholarship:: 

 Youth must attend all 4 major lodge events (Winter Banquet, Spring  

Conclave, Summer Conclave, and Fall Conclave) 

 Youth must meet the health requirements for Philmont 

 Youth must recognize that it only covers tuition and you must commit to pay for 

transportation and gear costs 

 Youth must be under the age of 21 

 A youth may only be selected once while in the Lodge 

The winning youth will be drawn at the Fall Conclave event and announced at 

Winter Banquet, and their trip will be scheduled for that summer season. 

If you have any questions on how to enter to win or any of the requirements, please 

contact Will Silvey (lodgechief@nslodge.org) or Martin Burg 

(lodgeadviser@nslodge.org). 

‘Aloha’ Winter Banquet Recap 

With musician Conrad Shock rockin’ in the background, youth Ar-

rowmen cast their votes to decide our lodge’s new totem for years 

to come. Your voices were heard and our new lodge    totem is the 

Painted Turtle!  Keep an eye out for new merchandise at future 

lodge events and take pride in our new totem: Nataepu Shohpe, 

home of the Painted Turtle! 

In other news, many awards were handed out to very deserving  

Arrowmen for their devoted service: 

 Founder’s Award 

 Mark Gutowski, Nick Capell, and Kevin Goldberg 

 Arrowman of the Year 

 Stephen Kowalski and Russ Schlarf 

 Honor Arrowman of the Year 

 Baden Wackerle, Kevin Thomasma,  

 John Somers and Chris Hower 

 Lodge Chief Award 

 Matt Novak 

 Lodge Adviser Award 

 Martin Burg and Derek Stark 

 

After enjoying a hilarious performance by comedian Mike Maxwell, 

Steve Heitmeier addressed the lodge for the last time as adviser 

before passing his marbles to Martin Burg. Our new lodge adviser 

Martin Burg indicated that he looks forward to offering his encour-

agement and guidance to our lodge leadership. as well as not 

loosing his newly found marbles! 



NLS 

National Leadership Seminar (NLS) 

The National Leadership Seminar is a weekend conference emphasizing the 

skills and attributes of leadership. It is intended to enhance the leadership skills 

of the Order of the Arrow’s key youth and adult members as they seek to im-

prove their services to the BSA and the greater community. The weekend format 

is designed to complement the more detailed Wood Badge and National Youth 

Leadership Training (NYLT) Programs. Participants make a contract with them-

selves to apply the skills studied on projects in their lodge, council, and  com-

munity.  For more information, check out the NLS/DYLC link  at  http://

nslodge.org  

National Youth Leadership Training (NYLT) 

Arrowmen that are active in a troop and the Lodge are encouraged to attend 

NYLT to help develop and deepen your leadership abilities.  There are a number 

of courses in Michigan this summer-it may not be too late to sign up for some 

of the course, that run into August.  Please check the  registration site: 

 

https://scoutingevent.com/272-nylt2017 .   

Training Opportunities 

Serving as a lodge officer is a unique and exciting opportunity.  The success of the OA Lodge is 

dependent on active, engaged officers. Each officer will have an adult adviser assigned to him to 

work as a team with their chairmen.  Lodge officers are expected to diligently work with their 

adviser, their fellow officers and chairmen, and with other Arrowmen. 

 

Service as a lodge officer is not for everyone. Lodge Officers are expected to be able to budget 

their time between school, family, religious and other responsibilities with what is required of 

them as a lodge officer. A great many officers have served with distinction and managed their 

other responsibilities well. Over the last several years and are aging out, meaning that we do 

have a need for additional arrowmen to heed the call.. 

 

Elections for 2017 - 2018 Lodge Officers will be held during the Spring Conclave at Gerber 

Scout Reservation the weekend of May 19 - 21st.   Fill out the application form on the next page 

and turn it into Martin Burg (adviser@nslodge.org) no later than Friday May 19th! 

Interested in Lodge Leadership? 

The Lodge has a limited number 

of scholarships to support this 

activity.  If you act now, you may 

adviser@ 

to show interest!! 

http://nslodge.org
http://nslodge.org
https://scoutingevent.com/272-nylt2017
mailto:adviser@nslodge.org?subject=Lodge%20Officer%20Interest
mailto:adviser@nslodge.org?subject=NLS/NYLT%20Interest
mailto:adviser@nslodge.org?subject=NLS/NYLT%20Interest


Date Event Intended Participants Location 

April-23 
Executive Committee 

Meeting 

Executive Committee mem-

bers 

Council Service Center,  

Walker, MI 

May 5 – 7 Section Conclave All Members Camp Rotary 

May 19 – 21 Spring Conclave All Members Gerber Scout Reservation 

May-21 
Executive Committee 

Meeting 

Executive Committee    

members 
Gerber Scout Reservation 

August 18-20 Summer Conclave All Members Gerber Scout Reservation 

August-20 
Executive Committee 

Meeting 

Executive Committee     

members 
Gerber Scout Reservation 

September 22-24 Mackinac Rendezvous  All Members Mackinac City, MI 

September 29 – 

October 1 
Fall Conclave All Members Camp Greilick 

October-1 
Executive Committee 

Meeting 

Executive Committee     

members 
Camp Greilick 

TBD  Council of Chiefs OA Key 3 TBD 

October 20-22 NLS/DYLC 
All Members with Lodge 

Adviser Approval 
St. Louis, MO 

October 20-22 
Strategic Planning 

Weekend 

Executive Committee     

members 
TBD 

October-22 
Executive Committee 

Meeting 

Executive Committee    

members 
TBD 

November-19 
Executive Committee 

Meeting 

Executive Committee    

members 
Reed City Scout House 

November 17-19 
Section Officer Ses-

sion 
Section Officers Parkville, MO 

December-10 
Executive Committee 

Meeting 

Executive Committee mem-

bers 
DeVos Center for Scouting 

December 26-29 
National Planning 

Meeting 
Section Officers Dallas, TX 

2017 Lodge Calendar 

Available online:   https://nslodge.org/wordpress/uploads/2014/04/Lodge-Officer-Petition-2016-2017.pdf 

https://nslodge.org/wordpress/uploads/2014/04/Lodge-Officer-Petition-2016-2017.pdf


Available online:   https://nslodge.org/wordpress/uploads/2014/04/Lodge-Officer-Petition-2016-2017.pdf 

Events that 2017-18 Lodge Officers !ǊŜ 9ȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ to Attend 

 Lodge Executive Committee Meetings (location varies; held on the 
third Sunday of each month or following Lodge Activity 

 Summer Conclave (Gerber Scout Camp) August 17-20, 2017  
 Strategic Planning/ LLD (TBD) September 16-18 , 2017 
 Fall Conclave (Gerber Scout Reservation) September 29-October 1 , 
2017 
 Winter Banquet (TBD) January 20, 2018** 
 Lodge Leadership Development (LLD) February 3, 2018** 
 Section C2 Conclave (location TBA) May 4-6, 2018 
 Spring Conclave (TBD) May 18-20, 2018** 
 

Events that 2017-18 Lodge Officers Should Attend* 

Mackinac Rendezvous (Lodge Service) September 22-24, 2017 

NLS (National Leadership Seminar) October 20-22, 2017 (High Ridge, 

Mo) 

NLS (National Leadership Seminar), 2018 TBD 

Chapter based events (varies) TBD by Chapters  

Lodge Key 3 meetings (set be the Key 3) 

Section Council of Chiefs (TBD) October 28, 2017 

Section Council of Chiefs (TBD) January 27, 2018 

Section Council of Chiefs (TBD) March 10, 2018 

Section Council of Chiefs (TBD) October 28, 2017 

Chapter Based Winter Extravaganzas TBD by Chapters  

NOAC 2018 (Indiana University ) July 30-August 4 , 2018 

 

*Certain lodge officers will be expected to attend specific events. For 

example; the Lodge Chief is expected to attend the Section Council of 

Chiefs. There will be other events and meetings for lodge officers that 

will be scheduled and announced as the need arises.  

** tentative dates dependent on Executive Committee approval 

https://nslodge.org/wordpress/uploads/2014/04/Lodge-Officer-Petition-2016-2017.pdf

